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STATE DEMOCRATIC PLATFORM 
1920 


We the representatives of the Democratic party in North Carolina, in 
State Convention assembled, reaffirm our devotion to the principles of 
democratic government, formulated by Thomas Jefferson, and since his 
day constantly kept alive and applied in the administration of the affairs 
of our nation by the representatives of the Democratic party. 

We endorse the administration of the governmental affairs of the 
United State by the Democratic party under the leadership of Woodrow 
Wilson, and in doing so we direct attention to the fact that when the party 
assumed control on March 4, 1913, it found the people of this country 
hampered by a system of special privilege, a vicious tariff system, created 
for the benefit of a favored class, an archaic banking and currency system, 
which fostered a money trust in the hands of a few great bankers, and a 
monopolistic control of many of the great key industries of the country 
upon which th masses of the people depend for their necessary existence. 

We endorse the Senators and Representatives in Congress from our 
State, who have so faithfully and ably performed their official duties. 

We view with great pride the able and successful administration of the 
affairs of the Navy Department by our distinguished Secretary of the Navy, 
and we denounce unjust and unpatriotic efforts of the Republican Party 
to discredit the great record of the Navy in the war, for purely partisan 
purposes. é 


CONSTRUCTIVE LAWS PASSED 


For six years the Democratic party was in complete control of the 
Government. During this period a greater number of constructive meas- 
ures were enacted by Congress than were ever enacted in the same length 
of time by any administration in the history of the country. The com- 
plete program comprises, among many others, laws providing for the 
following: 

(a) <A graduated income tax, which placed the burden of taxation upon 
those most able to bear it. 

(b) The completion of the measures for the election of United States 
Senators by direct vote of the people. 

(c) Providing for publicity of campaign expenditures, for the purpose 
of preventing the scandalous use of money in primaries and elections. 
The imperative need of such laws has recently been demonstrated by 
a notorious example within the ranks of the Republican party. 

(d) Federal aid to good roads—thus affording to those who live in 
the rural sections, and who are the mainstay of our natidn—some of the 
benefits which arise from constant and easy contact with the outside 
world. 

(e) Vocational Education, by which every boy and girl in both city 
and country may enjoy the opportunity of acquiring technical training in 
his or her chosen vocation. 

(f) The Agricultural Extension Act, by means of which the benefits 
of science and experimental research are carried to the door of the hum- 
blest farmer of the land. 

(g) The establishment of a Department of Labor in the Cabinet, with 
a genuine representative of labor at its head. 

(h) A nonpartisan tariff commission, for the purpose of taking the 
tariff out of politics, and relieving American business of the injury and 
uncertainty growing out of the constant tinkering with our tariff laws. 

(i) ‘The establishment of a Federal Trade Commission for the pro- 
tection of honest business from monopoly and unfair competition. 
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(j) The Webb-Pomerene law, and the amendment to the War Finance 
Corporation Act, under the provisions of which our foreign commerce is 


The Republican party, always the champion of special privilege for the 
favored classes, could not and did not correct these abuses, because that 
party was largely controlled by the recipients of these special privileges. 

It is generally conceded by statesmen and financiers, both here and 
abroad, that but for the magnificent functioning of the Federal Reserve 
Banking system the war could not have been financed, and therefore 


(m) The Federal Farm Loan Banking System, whereby the farmers 
of the country were relieved from the extortions which previously existed, 
and enabled to borrow money freely on long time and at as low rates of 
interest as are available to any other class. . 


ACHIEVEMENTS IN WAR 


When this country was forced into the war against Germany in April, 
1919, we were without an army of any consequence. There were only 
82,000 regular soldiers. We had few ships. The Democratic Adminis- 
tration raised an army, and raised it quickly. It required a fleet of ships 
to carry food, Supplies, and the army itself, across the seas to save the 
liberties of mankind. 

This country under a Democratic Administration created, trained, trans- 
ported and put into action 2,000.000 men to fight 3,000 miles away from 
home. It had 2,000,000 more in training in the military camps of the 
country ready to go when needed. It won the war. The army was 
brought home Safely and in good condition. 

When the armistice was signed, the United States, under President Wil- 
son, occupied the chief position of moral leadership of the world. 

Every newly liberated people looked to the United States as the light 
of the world. 

Every nation wearied by the long years of war, hoping for a revelation 
of triumphant Democracy, looked to the United States for an enduring 
peace. Every honest man in every country in the world looked to the 
United States as the one nation of modern times whose motives were 


REPUBLICAN WAR ON WILSON 


The Republican leaders, as soon aS the armistice was Signed, entered 
into a conspiracy to discredit the President in his peace negotiations. 
Personal spite and envy were everywhere discernible. Politica] animosity 
followed the President to the peace table. Slander, unjust criticism and 
threats of Senate opposition were constantly circulated, and finally the 
so-called Republican “round robin” was signed and communicated to the 
delegates assembled at the Peace Conference. Every unfair device which 
bitter partisanship could Suggest was resorted to for the sole purpose 
of weakening the influence of the American peace delegates and if Possible 
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to make their task of negotiating a permanent and acceptable peace im- 
possible. 

At the very time when every consideration of fairness, every patriotic 
impulse, called for a whole-hearted and nonpartisan support of the Ameri- 
can delegation, personal spite and envy and political bias characterized 
the Republican leadership in the Senate, in their attitude toward the 
President and his work at the Peace table. 

When the President came back with the treaty, embodying the best 
thought of the world, including the covenant of the League of Nations, 
for the purpose of making future wars impossible, every natural impulse 
of the human heart everywhere was in accord with that purpose. But 
the Republican leaders were determined to discredit and embarrass the 
President, at whatever cost to America and the world. At the outset 
they “‘packed and hand-picked” the Senate Committee on Foreign Re- 
lations for the express purpose of defeating the treaty. 


ERFORT TO DESTROY TREATY 


Their whole course for the eight months they have been considering 
the treaty, has been definitely conceived and relentlessly pursued for the 
sole purpose of destroying that great instrument. _ These Republican 
leaders, for the time being, have succeeded in their unholy purpose. They 
have repudiated the treaty; they have wrecked the League of Nations; 
they have prevented world peace; they have repudiated a world leadership 
which all the civilized nations, including not only our allies, but also 
those who were not engaged in the war, according to America. 

A small number of narrow and prejudiced partisan men, constituting 
the Republican leadership in the Senate, have nullified what it took 
2,000,000 American soldiers on the fields of France to accomplish. 

America demanded that the promises made to our soldiers in 1917 and 
1918 be kept—that there should be an end of war; that the fruits of 
victory should be garnered and kept forever. America demanded an 
enduring peace. The Republican leadership in the Senate has repudiated 
these promises. It has caused the United State to repudiate its associates 
in the war. It is now endeavoring to place this great nation that sacri- 
ficed so much for victory, in the shameful position of a moral coward, 
seeking to shirk its duty to itself and the oppressed peoples of the world: 
it is at this very moment endeavoring to humiliate the country by having 
it go on its knees to Germany begging for a separate peace, upon such 
terms as the defeated War Lords of Germany may see fit to impose. 


SENTIMENT FAVORS LEAGUE 


We believe that the enlightened sentiment of the men and women of 
this country is in favor of the ratification of the treaty with the covenant 
of the League of’ Nations as a virile part of it. 

We believe that the Democratic party is the only instrumentality avail- 
able through which the American people can repudiate the disgraceful 
action of the Republican leaders; and at the same time forever put an end 
to such a military autocracy as was bred in Prussia and hurled upon the 
democracies of the world at the outbreak of the world war. 

We therefore approve the action of our President and our North Car- 
Olina Senators demanding the ratification of the treaty with Germany, 
including the covenant of the League of Nations, without destructive 
or nullifying reservations, or amendments. 

We denounce the Republican majority in Congress for its efforts at the 
present time to criticize the part which the American army and navy 
played in winning the war. The balance of the world, including not only 
our allies, but the enemies, have accorded to America the honor of finally 
turning the scales against the enemy and making victory possible. The 
only denial of our conspicuous part in this great achievement has come 
from the Republican party in Congress. 


MERCHANT MARINE 


We heartily endorse the measure adopted by a Democratic Congress 
which has given us a great Merchant Marine, a great shipbuilding industry, 


mi) 


and we favor all such additional measures of constructive or remedial 
legislation as may be necessary to maintain and operate, under the Ameri- 
can flag, the large tonnage we now have, and also to constantly increase 
that tonnage, until the American flag is supreme on the high seas. 


» 
BUILDING UP SOUTH’S PORTS 


. We strongly commend the action of the Director General of the Rail- 
road Administration in granting to’our South Atlantic ports, including 
those in North Carolina, the same favorable rates upon freight for export 
aS have always been enjoyed by the great seaports of the North Atlantic 
States, and thus removing unjust discriminations which have for so long 
hampered and prevented us from exporting our own products and those 
of the Western States through our home ports. 

We also endorse the action of the United States Shipping Board under 
President Wilson’s administration for allocating to our Southern ports, 
including those of North Carolina, an ample number of ships for export 
traffic, thereby making it possible to establish regular shipping lines to 
and from these ports. 

We glory in the courage and fortitude of our soldiers who fought and 
helped to win the Great War, and we favor a generous policy toward them 
by our National Government. 


RECOMMEND RATIFICATION 


This convention recommends to the Democratic members of the General 
Assembly of North Carolina that at the approaching session thereof they 
vote in favor of the ratification of the proposed nineteenth amendment 
to the Federal Constitution. 


STATE GOVERNMENT 


In State affairs the Democratic party owes to the people responsibility 
for twenty-one years of continuous control of our government, and pre- 
sents its record of stewardship as the surest guarantee of its capacity 
and ambition to measure up to the highest stadards of public service in 
solving the problems of the future and the greater State. 

The records of State administration headed successfully by Aycock, 
Glenn, Kitchen, Craig and Bickett—equalling the best traditions of the 
past in noble purpose, and successfully meeting the problems of a rapidly 
growing and developing State—furnish abundant inspiration for those 
who come after them. 

We endorse the administration of Governor Thomas W. Bickett, and 
of all departments of the State Government. 


ECONOMY IN GOVERNMENT 


Rigid economy in expenditure of public funds has been a fundamental 
tenet in Democratic faith and practice. The Democratic party came back 
into legislative control in this State in 1898 upon a platform pledging 
adherence to a policy of rigid economy. How well it has kept the faith 
during these years of continuous control is shown by the fact that, while 
keeping up with the march of progress, Government stil] costs the people 
of this State less per capita than in any other State in the Union, save one, 
and exactly even with that one, as shown by carefully collected reports of’ 
the United States Census Department. 

Times have changed and North Carclina is no longer a poor State. 
Wealth has multiplied on every hand. Increased wealth brings increased 
opportunities and responsibilities to the State, but makes none the less 
imperative the fundamental principle, to which we declare renewed al- 
legiance, that every dollar of public funds is a trust fund, to be adminis- 
tered with the utmost fidelity to the public interest. 


BUDGET SYSTEM 


Further safeguarding economical expenditure of public funds the last 
General Assembly established the budget system, for future appropria- 
tions by the General Assembly, requiring that all demands for appropria- 
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tions from the State Treasury, except for emergencies be submitted to 
the scrutiny and investigation of a Budget Commission, in advance of the 
convening of the General Assembly. 


REDUCED TAXES | * 


We approve the record of efficiency and economy which enabled the 
last General Assembly to reduce the tax on property for the use of the 
State. State expenditures have necessarily increased, as the State has 
every year enlarged the sphere of its service to the people, and with the de- 
clining value of money the cost of maintaining State institutions has 
necessarily increased but increased revenue has been secured by more 
efficient administration of other forms of tax, and the tax on property for 
the use of the State was reduced last year from 23 2-3 cents to 11 2-3 
cents, and including both State and Pension tax was reduced from 27 2-3 
cents to 15 2-3 cents. Under the higher valuations this year this rate will 
be reduced to about 4 cents on each $100 of property. 


INCOME TAX AMENDMENT 


We endorse the action of the General Assembly in submitting to the 
voters the Income Tax Amendment, in order to correct the inequalities 
of the present income tax law. 

No less fundamental as a public virtue than economy in expenditure of 
public funds is the necessity for equality of the tax burden upon every 
citizen. Careless administration of inadequate laws that result in gross 
inequality is no less vicious, in effect, and barely less intolerable, than 
practiced favoritism. 

We solemnly declare that the one purpose of the Revaluation Act, en- 
acted at a time when the State is decreasing its revenue from the property 
tax, and by unanimous vote of the Democratic and republican members 
of the General Assembly, is to equalize the tax burden between all the 
people of the State as nearly as careful administration of just laws can 
accomplish this great purpose, and we solemnly pledge that under Dem- 
ocratic control it will be used for this single purpose. We call upon all 
the people of the State to cooperate in this great purpose, to remove as 
far as possible all discriminations and inequalities in the listing and val- 
uing of every class of property for taxation, to the end that every citizen 
may be required to contribute no more than his just share of the public 
burden, and we pledge the party to the enactment of appropriate amenda- 
tory legislation to correct any injustice to any citizen or class of citizens 
that may develop in the administration of our tax laws. 


LIMITATION OF TAX RATES 


The Revaluation Act has justified its enactment by placing much prop- 
erty on the tax lists that has heretofore escaped taxation, and by correct- 
ing inequalities in revaluation, thereby relieving the honest taxpayer from 
unjust burden. It has for the first time shown the people of this and 
other States the wealth and resources of North Carolina, and has enabled 
the State to take her proper place among her sister States, all of which 
will be of incalculable benefit to the State if the rate of taxation for State, 
county and municipality is properly safeguarded. The pledge of the 
General Assembly to reduce every tax rate levied in the State for any 
purpose in proportion to the revised valuations of property will be and 
must be kept inviolate and we pledge the General Assembly to submit an 
amendment to the Constitution, at its special session, when it will have 
full reports on revaluation sufficient to enable it to name a just and 
equitable rate, limiting the rate of tax that may be levied by State, county 
and municipality that may not be exceeded except by vote of the people, 
and based on the principle of reducing the rate as the increase in valuation 
may justify and require. 

The special objects of Democratic management of State affairs have been 
and will continue to be: 

The care of the unfortunate and dependent classes. 

A progressive policy of public education. 

Protection of public health; and 

The development of a modern system of public highways. 
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CARE FOR THE UNFORTUNATE 


During this period of Democratic control every hospital in the State for 
the care of the insane has been greatly enlarged, the classes of patients 


received extended, and facilities for proper care and treatment improved 


and modernized. 

_ Entirely new institutions have been established and maintained by the 
State for the treatment and instruction of those afflicted with tuberculosis, 
the feebleminded, and for delinquent boys and wayward girls. <A hospital 
for surgical treatment of deformed children is under construction, and a 
new home for white blind children is under contract. In the care of 
dependent and defective classes of her population, and of neglected or 
erring children, North Carolina is now one of the most advanced States 
in the Union. 


PUBLIC SCHOOLS 


The education of the youth is the State’s greatest enterprise, and it is 
imperative that our educational System shall not only be maintained, but 
every means available should be used to Strengthen every part. of the 
public school system in order that it may serve the people most effectively. 

The last General Assembly gave a fine exhibit of the policy Jof te 
Democratic party to carry education to every class of people in every 
section of the State. It provided fora compulsory school term of at least 
Six months, where heretofore it had been only four months; it increased 
the salaries of rural teachers in Many counties 100 per cent, and in prac- 
tically ali at least 50 per cent; it provided ways and means for raising 
money with which to erect school buildings; it greatly improved the 
methods of teaching agriculture, home making, and trades and industries, 
and many sections of the State are now for the first time giving vocational 
education to many people that can profit most by it: and finally recogniz- 
ing the need of better trained teachers it provided the means for training 
Schools for all teachers, thus making it possible to improve at once the 
instruction in the school and Supply a better grade of teachers for the 
State. 

We recognize that a happy and prosperous citizenship must be an edu- 
cated citizenship. The Schools, therefore, must be so equipped that the 
youth may be properly taught and patrons must be encouraged to take 
advantage of the schools. We favor, therefore, such an increase in the 
Salaries of teachers and such a system of teacher training as will make it 
possible to preserve for future generations the best of our traditions and 
sive the children of all succeeding generations the best instruction that a 
genuinely Christian citizenship can afford. ; 

We favor, also, all efforts to organize rural communities into large co- 
operative units where better school buildings and homes for teachers suit- 
able to the needs of all classes may be given, 

Moreover, we favor all patriotic efforts of whatever kind to eliminate 
illiteracy from our State and pledge our best efforts to Support every wise 
educational measure, to banish ignorance, to promote moral, social, and 
industrial progress, and to increase generally the teaching of true Ameri- 
canism in our Commonwealth. 


PUBLIC HEALTH 


As population becomes more dense, and as medical science has pro- 
gressed in knowledge of the causes of disease, a more progressive policy 
in measures for protection of public health has become imperative. We 
approve the administration of all the departments of the State Board of 
Health, and we particularly endorse the work of the Division of Medical 
Inspection of Schools, especially the conduct of the free surgical and 
dental clinics for treating defective school children; and we approve the 
appropriation by the State of funds direct to the State Board of Health 
sufficient for the expansion of this important service. 


STATE SYSTEM OF ROADS 


We recognize that the establishment and maintenance of a system of 
State highways, connecting county seats and other principal towns of 
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every courty in the State, is a prime necessity of the growing demand of 
our urban and rural transportation. 

This system of highways should not only adequately provide for the 
main lines of travel through cities and centers of population, but should 
also provide easy routes of communication to those remote parts of the 
State that have been too long denied suitable means of transportation to 
our Own centers of trade and social life, and who have been forced to seek 
those advantages beyond our State lines. 

We recognize that the system of State Highways, both as to construction 
and maintenance, should be a State burden, with Federal assistance, and 
that the road funds of the several counties should be released for the 
building and maintaining of the necessary local roads to connect this 
- State system with several communities in the counties. 

We pledge the Democratic party to carry out this program as rapidly as 
possible without undue burden on the taxpayers of the State. 


JUST FREIGHT RATES 


We endorse the efforts that have been made to further equalize inter- 
state freight rates, and pledge our continued support of this cause until 
discriminations have been removed and until equal and just rates are 
established on a basis that will be just to shippers and that will permit 
common carriers to perform their full duties in furnishing adequate and 
efficient transportation. 


PROSPERITY WITH US 


We rejoice in the prosperity that has come to all classes of our people: 

To the farmers, who have given to North Carolina fourth place among 
all the States of the Union in the total annual value 6f their agricultural 
products. 

To our manufacturing and commercial interests, that have given to 
North Carolina eighth place among the States in annual production of 
income. 

To the wage earner, in the higher level of wages and more just and 
universal recognition of rights. 

Under National Democratic administration a distinction has been drawn 
between labor and commodities, and the right of labor and producers of 
agricultural products to organize and bargain collectively, has been clearly 
recognized. 

The Democratic party can never be a class party. Its obligations must 
ever be to the whole people, fostering the harmonious development of 
every legitimate interest, but the just aspirations of these great classes 
are assured of our cooperation and assistance. 

It stands for, and will seek to promote, a policy of justice, harmony and 
progress for labor and capital. It seeks not only the development of our 
material resources, but the enrichment of life and opportunity for all 
classes, and the realization of the lamented Aycock’s ideal—‘‘The equal 
right of every child born on earth to burgeon out all there is within him.” 


TO THE NEW VOTER 


With the record of achievement and faithful service, and with a con- 
structive program upon every vital subject of State activity, we invite the 
confidence and the cooperation and support of all the people of the State, 
and appeal especially to the thoughtful consideration of the new voter. 
who comes to the polls for the first time in November, 1920, to join us in 
this enlightened program of progress and State building. 
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NATIONAL DEMOCRATIC PLATFORM 
1920 


The Democratic Party, in its national convention now assembled, sends 
greetings to the President of the United States, Woodrow Wilson, and 
hails with patriotic pride the great achievements for country and the 
world wrought by a Democratic administration under his leadership. 

It salutes the mighty people of this great republic, emerging with im- 
perishable honor, from the severe tests and grievous strains of the most 
tragic war in history, having earned the plaudits and the gratitude of all 
free nations. 

It declares its adherence to the fundamental progressive principles of 
social, economic and industrial justice and advance, and purposes to re- 
sume the great work of translating these principles into effective laws, 
begun and carried far by the democratic administration and interrupted 
only when the war claimed all the national energies for the single task of 
victory. 


LEAGUE OF NATIONS 


The Democratic Party favors the League of Nations as the surest, if not 
the only, practicable means of maintaining the permanent peace of the 
world, and terminating the insufferable burden of great military and naval 
establishments. It was for this that America broke away from traditional 
isolation and spent her blood and treasure to crush a colossal scheme of 
conquest. It was upon this basis that the President of the United States, 
in prearrangement with our allies, consented to a suspension of hostilities 
against the imperial German government; the armistice was granted and 
a treaty of peace negotiated upon the definite assurance to Germany, as 
well as to the powers pitted against Germany, that ‘‘a general association 
of nations must be formed, under specific covenants for the purpose of 
affording mutual guarantees of political independence and territorial in- 
tegrity to great and small states alike.’’ Hence, we not only congratulate 
the President on the vision manifested and the vigor exhibited in the 
prosecution of the war, but we felicitate him and his associates on the 
exceptional achievements at Paris involved in the adoption of a league 
and treaty so near akin to previously expressed American ideals and so 
intimately related to the aspirations of civilized people everywhere. 

We commend the President for his courage and his high conception of 
good faith in steadfastly standing for the covenant agreed to by all the 
associated and allied nations at war with Germany, and we condemn the 
Republican Senate for its refusal to ratify the treaty merely because it was 
the product of Democratic statesmanship, thus interposing partisan envy 
and personal hatred in the way of the peace and renewed prosperity of 
the world. By every accepted standard of international morality the 
President is justified in asserting that the honor of the country is involved 
in this business; and we point to the accusing fact that before it was 
determined to initiate political antagonism to the treaty, the now Republi- 
can chairman of the Senate Foreign Relations Committee himself publicly 
proclaimed that any proposition for a separate peace with Germany, such 
as he and his party associates thereafter reported to the Senate, would 
make us ‘guilty of the blackest crime.’’ 

On May 15, last, the Knox substitute for the Versailles treaty was 
passed by the Republican Senate, and this convention can contrive no more 
fitting characterization of its obloquy that that made in the Forum Maga- 
zine of December, 1918, by Henry Cabot Lodge, when he said: 

“If we send our armies and young men abroad to be killed and wounded 
in Northern France and Flanders with no result but this, our entrance into 
war with such an intention was a crime which nothing can justify.” 
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The intent of Congress and the intent of the President wags that there 
would be no peace until we could create a situation where no such war as 
this could recur. We cannot make peace except in company with our 
allies. It would brand us with everlasting dishonor and bring ruin to us 
also if we undertook to make a separate peace. 

_Thus to that which Mr. Lodge, in saner moments, considered ‘‘the black- 
est crime” he and his party in madness sought to give the sanctity of law. 
that which eighteen months ago was of “everlasting dishonor,” the Repub- 
lican Party and its candidates today accept as the essence of faith. 

We endorse the President’s view of our international obligations and 
his firm stand against reservations designed to cut to pieces the vital pro- 
visions of the Versailles treaty and we commend the Democrats in Con- 
gress for voting against resolutions for separate peace which would dis- 
grace the nation. We advocate the immediate ratification of the treaty 
without reservations which would impair its essential integrity; but we 
do not oppose the acceptance of any reservations making clearer or more 
specific the obligations of the United States to the league associates. 
Only by doing this may we retrieve the reputation of this Nation among 
the powers of the earth and recover the moral leadership which President 
Wilson won and which Republican politicians at Washington sacrificed. 
Only by doing this may we hope to aid effectively in the restoration of 
orders throughout the world, and to take the place which we should 
assume in the front rank of Spiritual, commercial, and industrial advance- 
ment. 

We reject as utterly vain, if not vicious, the Republican assumption 
that ratification of the treaty and membership in the League of Nations 
would in any way impair the integrity or independence of our country. 
The fact that the covenant has been entered into by twenty-nine nations, 
all as jealous of their independence as we are of ours, is a sufficient refuta- 
tion of such charges. The President repeatedly has declared, and this 
convention reaffirms, that all our duties and obligations as a member of 
the league must be fulfilled in strict conformity with the Constitution of 
the United States, embodied in which is the fundamental requirement of 
declaratory action by the Congress before this Nation may become a par- 
ticipant in any war. 

CONDUCT OF WAR 


During the war President Wilson exhibited the very broadest conception 
of liberal Americanism. In his conduct of the war, as in the general 
administration of his high Office, there was no semblance of partisan bias. 
He invited to Washington as his counsellors and coadjutors hundreds of 
the most prominent and pronounced Republicans in the , countrys. ne 
these he committed responsibilities of the gravest import and most confi- 
dential nature. Many of them had charge of vital activities of the Gov- 
ernment. 

And yet, with the war successfully prosecuted and gloriously ended, the 
Republican party in Congress, far from applauding the masterly leader- 
ship of the President and felicitating the country on the amazing achieve- 
ments of the American Government, has meanly requited the considerate 
course of the chief magistrate by savagely defaming the commander-in- 
chief of the army and navy and by assailing nearly every public officer of 
every branch of the service intimately concerned in winning the war 
abroad and preserving the security of the Government at home, 

We express to the soldiers and Sailors and marines of America the 
admiration of their fellow countrymen. Guided by the genius of such 
commanders as Gen. John J. Pershing, the armed force of America con- 
stituted a decisive factor in the victory and brought new luster to the 
flag. 

We commend the patriotic men and women who sustained the efforts 
of their Government in the crucial hours of the war and contributed to the 
brilliant administrative success, achieved under the broad-visioned leader- 
ship of the President. 


FINANCIAL ACHIEVEMENTS 


A review of the record of the Democratic Party during the administra- 
tion of Woodrow Wilson presents a chapter of substantial achievements 
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unsurpassed in the history of the republic. For fifty years before the 
advent of this administration periodical convulsions had impeded the 
industrial progress of the American people and caused inestimable loss 
and distress. By the enactment of the Federal Reserve act the old system, 
which bred panics, was replaced by a new system, which insured con- 
fidence. It was an indispensable factor in winning the war, and today it 
is the hope and inspiration of business. Indeed, one vital danger against 
which the American people should keep constantly on guard is the com- 
mitment of this system to partisan enemies who struggled against its 
adoption and vainly attempted to retain in the hands of speculative bank- 
ers a monopoly of the currency and credits of the Nation. Already there 
are well defined indications of an assault upon the vital principles of the 
system in the event of Republican success in the elections in November. 

Under Democratic leadership the American people successfully financed 
their stupendous part in the greatest war of all time. The Treasury 
wisely insisted upon the meeting of an adequate portion of the war ex- 
penditure from current taxes and the bulk of the balance from popular 
loans, and, during the first full fiscal year after fighting stopped, upon 
meeting current expenditures from current receipts notwithstanding the 
new and unnecessary burdens thrown upon the Treasury by the delay, 
obstruction and extravagance of a Republican Congress. 

The nonpartisan Federal Reserve authorities have been wholly free of 
political interference or motive; and, in their own time and their own 
way, have used courageously, though cautiously, the instruments at their 
disposal to prevent undue expansion of credit in the country. As a result 
of these sound Treasury and Federal Reserve policies, the inevitable war 
inflation has been held down to a minimum, and the cost of living has been 
prevented from increasing here in proportion to the increase in other 
belligerent countries and in neutral countries which are in close contact 
with the world’s commerce and exchange. 

After a year and a half of fighting in Europe, and despite another year 
and a half of Republican obstruction at home, the credit of the Govern- 
ment of the United States stands unimpaired, the Federal Reserve note 
is the unit of value throughout all the world and the United States is’ the 
one great country in the world which maintains a free gold market. 

We condemn the attempt of the Republican party to deprive the Ameri- 
can people of their legitimate pride in the financing of the war—an 
achievement without parallel in the financial history of this or any other 
country, in this or any other war. And in particular we condemn the 
pernicious attempt of the Republican Party to create discontent among 
the holders of the bonds of the Government of the United States and to 
drag our public finance and our banking and currency system back into 
the arena of party politics. 


TAX LAW REVISION 


We condemn the failure of the present Congress to respond to the oft- 
repeated demand of the President and the secretaries of the Treasury to 
revise the existing tax laws. The continuance in force in peace times of 
taxes devised under pressure of imperative necessity to produce a revenue 
for war purposes is indefensible and can only result in lasting injury to 
the people. The Republican Congress persistently failed, through sheer 
political cowardice, to make a single move toward readjustment of tax 
laws which it denounced before the last election and was afraid to revise 
before the next election. 

We advocate tax reform and a searching revision of the war revenue 
acts to fit peace conditions so that the wealth of the Nation may not be 
withdrawn from productive enterprise and diverted to wasteful or non- 
productive expenditure. 

We demand prompt action by the next Congress for a complete survey 
of existing taxes and their modification and simplification with a view to 
Secure greater equity and justice in tax burden and improvement in 
administration. 

PUBLIC ECONOMY 


Claiming to have effected great economies in Government expenditures. 
the Republican Party cannot show the reduction of one dollar in taxation 


as a corollary.of this false pretense. In contrast, the last Democratic 
Congress enacted legislation reducing taxes from eight billions, designed 
to be raised, to six billions for the first year after the armistice, and to 
four billions thereafter: and there the total is left undiminished by our 
political adversaries. Two years after armistice day a Republican Con- 
gress provides for expending the stupendous sum of $5,403,390,327.30. 

_ Affecting great paper economies by reducing departmental estimates of 
sums which would not have been spent in any event, and by reducing 
formal appropriations, the Republican statement of the expenditures omits 
the pregnant fact that Congress authorized the use of one and a half 
billion dollars in the hands of various departments and bureaus, which 
otherwise would have been covered into the Treasury, and which should 
be added to the Republican total of expenditures. 


HIGH COST OF LIVING 


The high cost of living and the depreciation of bond values in this 
country are primarily due to war itself, to the necessary governmental 
expenditures for the destructive purposes of war, to private extravagance. 
to the world shortage of capital, to the inflation of foreign currencies 
and credits, and, in large degree, to conscienceless profiteering. 

The Republican Party is responsible for the failure to restore peace and 
peace conditions in Europe, which is a principal cause of post-armistice 
inflation the world over. It has denied the demand of the President for 
necessary legislation to deal with secondary and local causes. The sound 
policies pursued by the Treasury and the Federal Reserve System have 
limited in this country, though they could not prevent the inflation which 
was world-wide. Elected upon specific promises to curtail public expendi- 
tures and to bring the country back to a status of effective economy, the 
Republican Party in Congress wasted time and energy for more than a 
year in vain and extravagant investigation, costing the taxpayers great 
sums of money, while revealing nothing beyond the incapacity of Republi- 
can politicians to cope with the problem. Demanding that the President, 
from his place at the peace table call the Congress into extraordinary 
session for imperative purposes of readjustment, the Congress when con- 
vened spent thirteen months in partisan pursuits, failing to repeal a single 
war statute which harassed business or to initiate a single constructive 
measure to help business. It busied itself making a preelection record 
of pretended thrift, having not one particle of substantial existence in fact. 
It raged against profiteers and the high cost of living without enacting a 
single statute to make the former afraid of doing a single act to bring the 
latter within limitations. 

The simple truth is that the high cost of living can only be remedied 
by increased production, strict governmental economy, and a relentless 
pursuit of those who take advantage of post-war conditions and are de- 
manding and receiving outrageous profits. 

We pledge the Democratic Party to a policy of strict economy in Gov- 
ernment expenditures and to the enactment and enforcement of such 
legislation as may be required to bring profiteers before the bar of crim- 
inal justice. 


THE TARIFF 


We reaffirm the traditional policy of the Democratic Party in favor of 
a tariff for revenue only, and to confirm the policy of basing tariff revi- 
sions upon the intelligent research of a nonpartisan commission, rather 
than upon the demands of selfish interests, temporarily held in abeyance. 


BUDGET 


In the interest of economy and good administration, we tavor the 
creation of an effective budget system that will function in accord with the 
principles of the Constitution. The reform Should reach both the execu- 
tive and legislative aspects of the question. The supervision and prepa- 
ration of the budget should be vested in the Secretary of the Treasury as 
the representative of the President. The budget, as such, should not be 
increased by the Congress except by a two-thirds vote, each House, how- 
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ever, being free to exercise its constitutional privilege of making appro- 
priations through independent bills. The appropriation bills should be 
considered by the single committees of the House and the Senate. The 
audit system should be consolidated, and itS powers expanded so as to 
pass upon the wisdom of, as well as the authority for expenditures. 

A budget bill was passed in the closing days of the second session of the 
sixty-sixth Congress which invalidated by plain constitutional defects and 
defaced by considerations of patronage, the President was obliged to veto. 
The House amended the bill to meet the executive objection. We con- 
demn the Republican Senate for adjourning without passing the amended 
measure, when by devoting an hour or two more to this urgent public 
business a budget system could have been provided. 


SENATE RULES 


We favor such alteration of the rules of procedure of the Senate of the 
United States as will permit the prompt transaction of the Nation’s legisla- 
tive business. 

AGRICULTURAL INTERESTS 


To the great agricultural interests of the country the Democratic Party 
does not find it necessary to make promises. It already is rich in its 
record of things actually accomplished. For nearly half a century of 
Republican rule not a sentence was written into the Federal statutes 
affording one dollar of bank credits to the farming interests of America. 
In the first term of this Democratic administration the National Bank 
Act was so altered as to authorize loans of five years maturity on im- 
proved farm lands. Later was established a system of farm loan banks, 
from which the borrowings already exceed $300,000,000, and under which 
the interest rate to farmers has been so materially reduced as to drive 
out of business the farm loan sharks who formerly subsisted by extortion 
upon the great agricultural interests of the country. 

Thus it was a Democratic Congress in the administration of a Demo- 
cratic President which enabled the farmers of America for the first time 
to obtain credit upon reasonable terms and insured their opportunity for 
the further development of the Nation’s agricultural resources. Tied up 
in Supreme Court proceedings, in a suit by hostile interests, the Federal 
Farm Loan System, originally opposed by the Republican candidate for 
the Presidency, appealed in vain to a Republican Congress for an adequate 
financial assistant to tide over the interim between the beginning and the 
ending of the current year, awaiting a final decision of the highest court 
on the validity of the contested act. We pledge prompt and consistent 
support of sound and effective measures to sustain, amplify and perfect 
the rural credits statutes and thus to check and reduce the growth and 
course of farm tenancy. 

Not only did the Democratic Party put into effect a great farm loan 
system of land mortgage banks, but it passed the Smith-Lever agricultural 
extension act, carrying to every farmer in every section of the country, 
through the medium of trained experts and by demonstration farms, the 
practical knowledge acquired by the Federal Agricultural Department in 
all things relating to agriculture, horticulture, and animal life; it estab- 
lished the bureau of markets, the bureau of farm management, and passed 
the cotton futures act, the grain grades bill, the cooperative farm adminis- 
tration act, and the Federal warehouse act. 

The Democratic Party has vastly improved the rural mail system, and 
has built up the parcel post system to such an extent as to render its 
activities and its practical service indispensable to the farming com- 
munity. It was this wise encouragement and this effective concern of 
the Democratic Party for the farmers of the United States that enabled 
this great interest to render such essential service in feeding the armies 
of America and the allied nations of the war and succoring starving popu- 
lations since armistice day. 

Meanwhile the Republican leaders at Washington have failed utterly 
to propose one single measure to make rural life more tolerable. Thev 
have signalized their fifteen months of congressional power by urging 
schemes which would strip the farms of labor; by assailing the principles 
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of the Farm Loan System and seeking to impair its efficiency; by covertly 
attempting to destroy the great nitrogen plant at Muscle Shoals upon . 
which the Government has expended $70,000,000 to supply American 
farmers with fertilizers at reasonable cost; by ruthlessly crippling nearly 
every branch of agricultural endeavor, literally crippling the productive 
mediums through which the people must be fed. 

We favor such legislation as will confirm to the primary producers of 
the Nation the right of collective bargaining and*the right of cooperative 
handling and marketing of the products of the workshops and the farm, 
and such legislation as will facilitate the exportation of our farm products. 

We favor comprehensive studies of farm production costs and the un- 
censored publication of facts found in such studies. 


LABOR AND INDUSTRY 


The Democratic Party is now, as ever, the firm friend of honest labor 
and the promoter of progressive industry. It established the Department 
of Labor at Washington and a Democratic President called to his official 
council board the first practical working man who ever held a cabinet 
portfolio. Under this administration have been established employment 
bureaus to bring the man and the job together; have been peaceably 
determined many bitter disputes between capital and labor; were passed 
the child labor law, the working man’s compensation act (the extension 
of which we advocate so as to inelude laborers engaged in loading and 
unloading ships and in interstate commerce), the eight-hour law, the act 
for vocational training, and a code of other wholesome laws affecting the 
liberties and bettering the conditions of the laboring classes. In the 
Department of Labor the Democratic administration established a woman’s 
bureau, which a Republican Congress destroyed by withholding appro- 
priations. 

Labor is not a commodity, it is human. Those who labor have rights 
and the national security and safety depend upon a just recognition of 
those rights and the conservation of the strength of the workers and their 
families in the interest of sound-hearted and sound-headed men, women, 
and children. Laws regulating hours of labor and conditions under which 
labor is performed, when passed in recognition of the conditions under 
which life must be lived to attain the highest development and happiness, 
are just assertions of the national interest in the welfare of the people. 

At the same time the Nation depends upon the products of labor, a 
cessation of production means loss, and, if long continued, disaster. The 
whole people, therefore, have a right to insist that justice shall be done 
to those who work, and in turn that those whose labor creates the necessi- 
ties upon which the life of the Nation depends must recognize the recipro- 
cal obligation between the worker and the State. They should participate 
in the formulation of sound laws and regulations governing the conditions 
under which labor is performed, recognize and obey the laws so formu- 
lated, and seek their amendment when necessary by the processes ordi- 
narily addressed to the laws and regulations affecting the other relations 
of life. 

Labor, as well as capital, is entitled to adequate compensation. Hach 
has the indefensible right of organization, of collective bargaining, and 
of speaking through representatives of their own selection. Neither class, 
however, should at any time nor in any circumstances take action that 
will put in jeopardy the public welfare. Resort to strikes and lockouts 
which endanger the health or lives of the people is an unsatisfactory device 
for determining disputes, and the Democratic Party pledges itself to con- 
trive, if possible, and put into effective operation a fair and comprehensive 
method of composing differences of this nature. 

_In private industrial disputes, we are opposed to compulsory arbitration 
aS a mechod plausible in theory but a failure in fact. With respect to 
Government service, we hold distinctly that the rights of the people are 
paramount to the right to strike. However, we profess scrupulous regard 
for the conditions of public employment and pledge the Democratic Party 
to be instant inquiry into the pay of Government employees and equally 
Speedy regulations designed to bring salaries to a just and proper level. 
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WOMAN SUFFRAGE 


We endorse the proposed 19th amendment of the Constitution of the 
United States, granting equal suffrage to women. We congratulate the 
Legisiatures of thirty-five States which have already ratified said amend- 
ment, and we urge the Democratic Governors and Legislatures of Ten- 
nessee, North Carolina, and Florida and such States as have not yet 
ratified the Federal suffrage amendment to unite in an effort to complete 
the process of ratification and secure the 36th State in time for all the 
women of the United States to participate in the fall election. We com- 
mend the effective advocacy of the measure by President Wilson. 


WOMEN IN INDUSTRY 


We urge cooperation with the States for the protection of child life 
through infancy and maternity care; in the prohibition of child labor and 
by adequate appropriations for the children’s bureau and the women’s 
bureau of the Department of Labor. Cooperative Federal assistance to 
the States is immediately required for the instruction in citizenship for 
both native and foreign born; increased appropriation for vocational 
training.in home economics; re-establishment of joint Federal and State 
employment service with women’s departments under the direction of 
technically qualified women. We advocate full representation of women 
on all commissions dealing with women’s interest and a reclassification of 
the Federal Civil Service free from discrimination on the ground of sex: 
a continuance of appropriations for education in sex hygiene; Federal 
legislation which shall insure that American women resident in the United 
States, but married to aliens, shall retain their American citizenship, and 
that the same process of naturalization shall be required for women as 
for men. 

DISABLED SOLDIERS 


The Federal Government should treat with the utmost consideration 
every disabled soldier, sailor and marine of the world war, whether his 
disability be due to wounds received in line of action or to health impaired 
in service; and for the dependents of the brave men who died in line of 
‘uty the Government’s tenderest concern and richest bounty should bs 
their requital. The fine patriotism exhibited, the heroic conduct displayed 
by American soldiers, sailors and marines at home and abroad constitute 
a sacred heritage of posterity, the worth of which can never be recom- 
pensed from the treasury and the glory of which must not be diminished 
by any such expedients. 

The Democratic administration wisely established a war risk insurance 
bureau, giving four and a half millions of enlisted men insurance at un- 
precedently low rates and through the medium of which compensation 
of men and women injured in service is readily adjusted, and hospital 
facilities for those whose health is impaired are abundantly afforded. 

The Federal board for vocational education should be made a part of 
the war risk insurance bureau in order that the task may be treated as a 
whole, and this machinery of protection and assistance must receive every 
aid of law and appreciation to fully and effective operation. 

We believe that no higher or more valued privilege can be afforded to 
an American citizen that to become a free holder in the soil of the United 
States and to that end we pledge our party to the enactment of soldiers 
settlements and home aid legislation which will afford to the men who 
fought for America the opportunity to become land and home owners 
under conditions affording genuine government assistance unincumbered 
by needless difficulties of red tape or advance financial investment. 


THE RAILROADS 


The railroads were subjected to Federal control as a war measure 
without other idea than the swift transport of troops, munitions and sup- 
plies. When human life and national hopes were at stake profits could 
not be considered and were not. Federal operation, however, was marked 
by an intelligence and efficiency that minimized loss and resulted in many 
and marked reforms. The equipment taken over was not only grossly 
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inadequate, but shamefully outworn. Unification practices overcome the 
initial handicaps and provided additions, betterments and improvements. 
Economics enabled operation without rate raises that private control 
would have found necessary and labor was treated with an exact justice 
that secured the enthusiastic co-operation that victory demanded. The 
fundamental purpose of Federal control was achieved fully and splendidly, 
and at far less cost to the taxpayer than would have been the case under 
private operation. Investments in railroad properties were not only saved 
by government operation, but government management returning these 
properties vastly improved in every physical and executive detail. A great 
task flatly discharged. ’ 

The President’s recommendation of return to private ownership gave . 
the Republican majority a full year in which to enact the necessary legis- 
lation. The house took six months to formulate its ideas and another six 
months was consumed by the Republican Senate in equally vague debate. 
As a consequence, the Esch-Cummings bill went to the President in the , 
closing hours of Congress, and he was forced to a choice between the 
chaos of a veto and the acquiesence in the measure submitted, however 
grave may have been his objections to it. 

There should be a fair and complete test of the law until careful and 
mature action by Congress may cure its defects and insure a thoroughly 
effective transportation system under private ownership without govern- 
ment subsidiary at the expense of the taxpayer of the country. 


IMPROVED HIGHWAYS 


Improved roads are of vital importance not only to commerce and in- 
dustry, but also to agriculture and rural life. The Federal Road Act of 
1916, enacted by a Democratic Congress, represented the first systematic 
effort of the government to insure the building of an adequate system of 
roads, in this country. The act, as amended, has resulted in placing the 
movement for improved highways on a progressive and substantial basis 
in every state in the union and in bringing under actual construction more 
than 13,000 miles of roads suited to the traffic of the communities in which 
they are located. f 

We favor a continuance of the present federal aid plan under existing 
federal and state agencies, amended so as to include as one of the ele- 
ments in determining the ratio in which the several states shall be en- 
titled to share in the fund, the area of any public lands therein. 

In-as-much as the postal service has been extended by the Democratic 
party to the door of practically every producer and every consumer in 
the country (rural free delivery alone having been provided for six mil- 
lion additional patrons within the past eight years without material 
added cost), we declare that this instrumentality can and will be used 
to the maximum of its capacity to improve the efficiency of distribution 
and reduce the cost of living to consumers while increasing the profitable 
operations of producers. 

We strongly favor the increased use of the motor vehicle in the trans- 
portation of the mails and urge the removal of the restrictions imposed by 
the Republican Congress on the use of motor devices in mail transporta- 
tion in rural territories. 

MERCHANT MARINE 


We desire to congratulate the American people on the re-birth of our 
merchant marine, which once more maintains its former place in the 
world. It was under a Democratic administration that this was accom- 
plished after seventy years of indifference and neglect, thirteen million 
tons having been constructed since the act was passed in 1916. We 
pledge the policy of our party to the continued growth of our merchant 
Marine under proper legislation so that American producers will be 
carried to all ports of the world by vessels built in American yards, flying 
the American flag. 

PORT FACILITIES 


The urgent demands of the war for adequate transportation of war 
material, as well as for domestic need, revealed the fact that our port 
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facilities and rate adjustment were such as to seriously effect the whole 
country in times of peace as well as war. 

We pledged our party to stand for equality of rates, both import and 
export, for the ports of the country to the end that there might be ade- 
quate and fair facilities and rates for the mobilization of the products 
of the country offered for shipment. 


INLAND WATERWAYS 


We call attention to the failure of the Republican National Convention 
to recognize in any way the rapid development of barge transportation 
on our inland waterways, which development is the result of the con- 
structive policies of the Democratic Administration. And we pledge our- 
selves to the further development of our inland waterways, and we recog- 
nize the importance of connecting the Great Lakes with the sea by way 
of the Mississippi River and its tributaries, as well as by the St. Lawrence 
River. We favor an enterprising foreign trade policy with all nations, 
and in this connection we favor the full utilization of all Atlantic, Gulf 
and Pacific ports, and an equitable distribution of shipping facilities be- 
tween the various ports. 

Transportation remains an increasingly vital problem in the continued 
development and prosperity of the nation. 

Our present facilities for distribution by rail are inadequate, and the 
promotion of transportation by water is imperative. 

We, therefore, favor a liberal and comprehensive policy for the devel- 
opment and utilization of our harbors and interior waterways. 


FLOOD CONTROL 


We commend the Democratic Congress for the redemption of the pledge 
contained in our last platform by the passage of the flood control act 
of March 1, 1917, and point to the successful control of the floods of 
the Mississippi River and the Sacramento River, California, under the 
policy of that law, for its complete justification. We favor the extension 
of this policy to other flood control problems wherever the Federal in- 
terest justifies the expenditure required.. 


RECLAMATION OF ARID LANDS 


By wise legislation and progressive administration we have transferred 
the government reclamation projects representing an investment of 
$100,000,000 from a condition of impending failure and loss of confi- 
dence in the ability of the government to carry through such large enter- 
prises, to a condition of demontrated success, whereby formerly arid and 
wholly unproductive lands now sustain 40,000 prosperous families and 
have an annual crop production of over $70,000,000 not including the 
crops grown on a million acres outside the projects supplied with storage 
' water from government works. 

We favor ample appropriations for the continuation and extension of 
this great wark of homebuilding and internal improvement along the same 
general lines to the end that all practical projects shall be built, and 
waters now running to waste, shall be made to provide homes and add 
to the food supply proper resources and taxable property, with the gov- 
ernment ultimately reimbursed for the entire outlay. 


THE TRADE COMMISSION 


The Democratic party heartily endorses the creation and work of the 
Federal Trade Commission in establishing a fair field for competitive bus- 
iness, free from restraints of trade and monopoly and recommends am- 
plification of the statutes governing its activities so as to grant it author- 
ity to prevent the unfair use of patents in restraint of trade. 


LIVE STOCK MARKETS 


For the purpose of insuring just and fair treatment in the great inter- 
state live stock market, and thus instilling confidence in growers through 
which production will be stimulated and the price of meats to consumers 
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be ultimately reduced, we favor the enactment of legislation for the super- 
vision of such markets by the national government. 


MEXICO 


The United States is the neighbor and friend of the nations of the 
three Americas. In a very special sense, our international relations in 
this hemisphere should be characterized by good will and free from any 
possible suspicion as to our national purpose. 

The administration, remembering always that Mexico is an independ- 
ent nation and that permanent stability in her government and her insti- 
tutions could come only from the consent of her own people to a gov- 
ernment of their own making, has been unwilling either to profit by the. 
misfortune of the people of Mexico or to enfeeble their future by im- 
posing from the outside a rule upon their temporarily distracted councils. 
As a consequence, order is gradually reappearing in Mexico; at no time in 
many years have American lives and interests been so safe as they now 
are; peace reigns along the border and industry is resuming. ; 

When the new government of Mexico shall have given ample proof of its 
ability permanently to maintain law and order, signified its willingness 
to meet its international obligations and written upon its statute books 
just laws under which foreign investors shall have rights as well as 
duties, that government should receive our’ recognition and systematic 
assistance. Until these proper expectations have been met, Mexico must 
realize the propriety of a policy ‘that asserts the rights of the United 
States to demand full protection for its citizens. 


PETROLEUM 


The Democratic party recognizes the importance of the acquisition by 
Americans of additional sources of supply of petroleum and other min- 
erals and declares that such acquisition both at home and abroad should 
be fostered and encouraged. 

We urge such action, legislative and executive as may secure to Ameri- 
can citizens the same rights in the acquirement of mineral rights and 
foreign countries as are enjoyed by the citizens of subjects of any other 
nation. é 

NEW NATIONS 


The Democratic party expresses its active sympathy with the people of 
China, Czecho-Slovakia, Finland, Poland, Persia and others who have 
recently established representative government and who are striving to 
develop the institutions of true democracy. 


IRELAND 


The great principle of national self-determination has received constant 
reiteration as one of the chief objectives for which this country entered . 
the war and victory established this principle. 

Within the limitations of international comity and usage, this conven- 
tion repeats the several previous expressions of the sympathy of the Dem- 
ocratic party of the United States for the aspirations of Ireland for self- 
government. 

ARMENTA 


We express our deep and earnest sympathy for the unfortunate people 
of Armenia, and we believe that our government consistent with its con- 
Stitution and principles should render every possible and proper aid to 
them in their efforts to establish and maintain a government of their own. 


THE PHILIPPINES 


We favor the granting of independence without unnecessary delay to 
the 10,500,000 inhabitants of the Philippine Islands. 


HAWAII 


We favor a liberal policy of homesteading public lands in Hawaii to 
promote a larger middle class citizen population, with equal rights to all 
citizens. 
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PORTO RICO 


We favor the granting to the people of Porto Rico the traditional terri- 
torial form of government, with a view to ultimate statehood, accorded 
to all territories of the United States since the beginning of our govern- 
ment and we believe that the officials appointed to administer the gOov- 
ernment of such territories should be qualified by previous bona fide 
residence therein. 


ALASKA 


We commend the Democratic Administration for inaugurating a new 
policy as to Alaska as evidenced by the construction of the Alaska rail- 
road and opening of.the coal and oil fields. 

We declare for the modification of the existing coal land law, to pro- 
mote development without disturbing the features intended to prevent 
monopoly. 

For such changes in the policy of forestry control as will permit the 
immediate initiation of the paper pulp industry. 

For relieving the territory from the evils of long distance government 
by authority and interlocking bureaucratic regulation, and to that end 
we urge the speedy passage of a law containing the essential features 
of the Lane-Curry bill now pending co-ordinating and consolidating all 
Federal control of natural resources, under one department to be admin- 
istered by a non-partisan board permanently resident in the territory. 

For the fullest measure of territorial self-government with the view 
to ultimate statehood, with jurisdiction over all matters not of purely 
Federal concern, including fisheries and game, and for an intelligent ad- 
ministration of Federal control we believe that all officials appointed 
should be qualified by previous bona fide residence in the territory. 

For a comprehensive system of road construction with increased appro- 
priations and the full extension of the Federal road act to Alaska. 

For the extension to Alaska of the Federal farm loan act. 


ASTATIC IMMIGRATION 


The policy of the United States with reference to the non-admission 
of Asiatic immigrants in a true expression of the judgment of our people 
and to the several States, whose geographical situation or internal con- 
ditions make this policy and the enforcement of the laws enacted pur- 
suant thereto, of particular concern, we pledge our support. 


THE POSTAL SERVICE 


The efficiency of the Postoffice Department has been vindicated against 
a malicious and designing assault by the efficiency of its operation. Its 
record refutes its assailants. Their voices are silenced and their charges 
have collapsed. 

We commend the work of the joint commission on the reclassification 
of salaries of postal employees, recently concluded, with commission was 
created by a Democratic administration. The Democratic party has 
always favored and will continue to favor the fair and just treatment of 
all government employees. 


FREE SPEECH AND PRESS 


We resent the unfounded reproaches directed against the Democratic 
administration for alleged interference of the freedom of the press and 
freedom of speech. 

No utterances from any quarters has been assailed, and no publication 
has been repressed which has not been animated by the reasonable purpose 
and directed against the nation’s peace, order and security in time of war. 

We reaffirm our respect for the great principles of free speech and a 
free press, but assert as an indisputable proposition that they afford no 
toleration of enemy propaganda or the advocacy of the overthrow of the 
government of the State or nation by force or violence. 


21 


REPUBLICAN CORRUPTION 


The shocking disclosure of the lavish use of money by aspirants for the 
Republican nomination for the highest office in the gift of the people has 
created a painful impression throughout the country. Viewed in connec- 
tion with the recent conviction of a Republican Senator from the State 
of Michigan for the criminal transgression of the law limiting expendi- 
tures on behalf of a candidate for the United States Senate, it indicates 
the re-entry, under Republican auspices, of money as an influential factor 
in elections, thus nullifying the letter and flaunting the spirit of numer- 
ous laws, enacted by the people to protect the ballot from the contamina- 
tion of corrupt practices. We deplore those delinquencies and invoke . 
their stern popular rebuke, pledging our earnest efforts to strengthening 
of the present statutes against corrupt practices and their rigorous en- 
forcement. 

We remind the people that it was only by the return of a Republican 
Senator in Michigan, who is now under conviction and sentence for the 
criminal misuse of money in his election, that the present organization of 
the Senate with a Republican majority was made possible. 


CONCLUSION 


Believing that we have kept the Democratic faith, and resting our 
claims to the confidence of the people not upon grandiose promises but 
upon performances of our duty, we submit our record to the nation’s 
Federation and ask that the pledges of this platform be appraised in the 
light of that record. 
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